




The object of affection in Akka’s poetry, Chennamallikarjuna 
is the ‘Lord as white as Jasmine flowers’. 

Elusive, yet all encompassing, filling and filled by all. 
She asks “Why don’t you show me your face?”



Akka Mahadevi is a 11th century mystic 
poet, who took off all her clothes and went 
running through the forest singing songs to 

her Beloved Chennamallikarjuna, 
the Lord as white as jasmine flowers, 

Her body covered only in her own hair, 
akka is not modest in her 

affections for her beloved, but overgrown.



‘And when the heaven is split open and becomes a 
rose, coloured like oil. 

How then can you deny the marvels of your lord? ’ 
(Surat ar-Rahman 55:37)

Inspired by the verses of the Qu’ran, 
‘He Loves me’ is open chested affirmation that 

every petal, every rose, every atom, every galaxy 
sings in praise of the Beloved.









 ‘Ruh’ or spirit is the force that breathes and moves through all things. 
‘I love Ruh’ muses that when we kiss, we are going back to that 

original blow of ‘ruh’ at the time of creation. 
In an intricate landscape of bursting fruit, 

the earth delights in itself.



“It is the illusionary appearances of others that 
must be overcome in order to break though the 

false separation between self and other, or 
between self and nature, or between self and 

God. Practically speaking, what that might mean 
is that you start by putting a face on the other, 

you relate to others that you encounter as 
persons, you even relate to the Earth as a person, 
to animals, trees, plants, even streams, rivers and 
oceans or rain and wind as persons. You don’t see 
the living world as made up of inanimate objects 
or unfeeling, faceless animals, plants, minerals or 

elemental forces, but as individuals, much like 
yourself. When you perceive the world as alive in 
this way, it is easier to interact with and relate to 

your environment; you don’t feel so alone’



Longing, 25x20 inches, acrylic & papercut on archival paper

Intimacy, 25x20 inches, acrylic & papercut on archival paper

Pleasure, 25x20 inches, acrylic & papercut on archival paper

Devotion, 25x20 inches, acrylic & papercut on archival paper



Sweet nothing, 32 dia, woodcut & acrylic on archival paper
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