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ndiahas an art tradition that spans over 5000 years. These five millennia have seen several rulers come and go with
each one leaving his characteristic taste and preference for art. Sculptures in various mediums like stone, wood and
bronze serve as great reminders of the life and times of India's royalty. These centuries have seen emperors, kings
and even the later Chettiars as great patrons of the arts who rewarded their craftsmen lavishly with cash, gold and land.
The result of this generosity and passion is what we see in the arts of ancient India. Most of the great sculptures
produced at that time stand inimitable till today. For nearly two centuries historians have worked hard to gather data
on the sculptural traditions of India. A lot of tireless work has also been put in by western scholars to help us understand
our own culture better. Thanks to their efforts, ancient sculpture from India is today a well researched and well
documented area of interest. However within Indian territory a lot still remains to be done to create wider awareness

and spread knowledge.

Itihaas is our contribution to bring in wider awareness about ancient Indian sculpture. The exhibition is a bouquet of
objects ranging from 1500 BC to 1930 CE and covers dynasties as diverse as Chola, Hoysala, Chera, Rashtrakuta and

others. Itis curated to give the curious art lover a clearer vision of India's glorious past.




Dwarapalaka
11th Century, Chola Dynasty, Tamil Nadu, stone, 71 x 31 inches
A magnificent life size sculpture, from the famed Chola Dynasty.

Would have once occupied an important position in ancient Chola architecture.



Durga - Mahisasuramardini
11th Century, Hoysala Dynasty, Karnataka, stone, 29 x 20 inches

A vibrant sculpture that captures Durga’s victorious moment.
Mabhisha’s true form emerges as the Devi’s vahana the lion, looks on.



Chauri -Bearer
8th Century, Rashtrakuta Dynasty, North Arcot region, stone, 23 %2 x 12 inches
A fly-whisk bearer from an extremely rare and early Dynasty.




Lingodhbhava

11th Century, Chola Dynasty, Tamil Nadu, stone, 49 x 12 2 inches
Shiva emerging from the Linga with representations of Brahma and Vishnu,
seen at the top and bottom. A rare iconography.




Bhairava

13th Century, Chola Dynasty, Tamil Nadu, stone, 32 x 16 inches

A powerful form of Shiva.

A form that he had to take to atone for the sin of cutting Brahma'’s fifth head.



Nandi
14th Century, Karnataka, stone, 23 x 18 inches
A graceful representation of Nandi the bull.

The posture is relaxed with the foreleg held up and the tail passing below the body
and over the hind leg.




Yali

12th century, Karnataka, stone, 22 x 17 inches

A strong and expressive sculpture. The emblem of the Hoysala Dynasty.



Harpoon
1500 B.C., metal, 12 x 2 %2 inches
A very early spear used for hunting and fishing.



Vishnu
18th Century, North Kerala, bronze, 26 x 16 inches

A large bronze in excellent condition with a beautiful prabha typical of the region.




Kaumari

18th Century, Andhra Pradesh, wood with polychrome, 119 x 30 inches
One of the Saptamatrikas or seven holy mothers.

Kaumari, the female aspect of Kumara or Kartikeya shown seated on a ram
with a typical South Indian Gopuram, forming the roof architecture.




Tiger with Rider
Early 20th Century, North Kerala, bronze, 18 x 15 %2 inches
An exceptionally large specimen of Kerala folk art of very fine quality.

The tiger’s expression, stance and features are noteworthy.



Lion Head
10th Century, Uttar Pradesh, stone, 9 %2 x 12 %2 inches
A remarkable frieze from a large sculpture.



Head
Early 20th Century, Tamil Nadu, wood with polychrome, 26 x 14 V2 inches

Such heads were displayed during the festivals of Tamil Nadu for public viewing.



The Durbar of Rama

Early 20th century, Mysore, watercolor on paper, 41 x 32 inches
The court of Rama with Sita, Laxman and Hanuman completing the composition.

The details on the throne, the jewellery patterns & Hanuman's facial expression are noteworthy.



Anantashayanam
20th Century, Kerala- Tamil Nadu border, wood, 48 x 8 inches

Intricately carved door panel depicting Vishnu seen reclining on Shesha

with Brahma, Lakshmi, Garuda, Rishis and devotees completing the fine composition.



Uruli

Kerala, bronze, 35” dia

These large cauldrons were once used for preparing Ayurvedic medicines.
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Garuda

17th Century, Tamil Nadu, bronze, 16.5 x 7.5 inches

Garuda, the mount of Vishnu, is a mythical bird symbolic of strength,

speed and power. Here he is seen in Anjali mudra with folded hands.

The facial features, ornamentation and body contours are typical of the Nayak dynasty.




Ganesha
11th Century, Chola Dynasty, Tamil Nadu, stone, 21 2 x 14 2 inches
A well defined and proportionate image of Ganesha in lalitasana.
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