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Songsof Rebirth

Renderedin vivid acrylicon masonite board, Nikhil/ K I 3 | sédemt pal@dtingsare
animatedby a deepand complexaffectionfor Goa,a feelingthat combinespenumbral
melancholiawith resurgentjoy. Thesepaintings embody the I NJi JraféutdEand
decisiveshift awayfrom Bombayand Alibaug where he hasspentmuchof hislife, and
his reorientationof purposein Goa,where he hasfound emotionalreposeand artistic
renewal Throughthesepictorial songsof rebirth, Chaganlaprocesseshe implications
of this shift in intuitive ways,savouringthe freedom offered by his new and nurturing
environmentwhile takingaccountof the dissonancese hasleft behind

Two key motors drive this seriesof paintings Thefirst is a passionateegardfor D 2 |
architecture in its life-affirming diversity, a love of D 2 | @hé@ue placenessas
articulated through its shapes and structures of habitation and settlement,
congregation and worship Chaganlaltestifies to the vitality of D 2 | @raples,
churchescathedralswaysidechapelsand guardiandeity shrines,not assertedagainst
nature but cradledwithin its luxurianceof forests,shrubberygrovesandwetlands
Everywherejn thesepaintings,we experiencethe momentouspresenceof water in its
myriad avatars¢ asriver, sea,estuary,creek,lotus pool, khazanreserve,and temple
pond. Divingsteeplyto the edgewhere land meetswater or veeringacrossprecarious
horizons,/ K| 3 | Idniddcdp&xpeakto us of an ecologyand a culture under grave
threat today from the dangersof runaway realestate development, unplanned
urbanisation, wayward tourism, and environmental catastrophe unleashedin the
nameof infrastructuralimprovement

The secondkey motor that drivesthese paintingsis an impulsetowards abstraction
Drawingon the effects of light, the veils of rain, quivering reflectionsin water, the
passagef wind acrossrocksand currents,the artist generatesa palpablemomentum
in everyframe. Paintrelaysitself in these works both as vibrant colour and vigorous
gesture ¢ as flicker, spatter, swashand spray Consequentlythe contents of every
frame appear to be kinetic, at first seemingly askew, then righting themselves,
gatheringthemselvedogetherto burst out of their bounds
Chaganlatendershomageto the exemplarswho haveinspiredand sustainechim. We
comeupon referenceshere, throughimageor handling,to Manet and Rouault,to van
Gogh,to FN Souzaand Manu Parekh Technicallyhis palette is incandescentith reds,
yellows,blues,greens,and oranges But eachof thesecoloursis inflectedwith shadow
A luminousdarknessforms the matrix of these paintings Resonantsongsof rebirth,
they gainin depth and gravity by actingaselegiesfor the former selvesthat havenow
beensloughedoff andinterredin the past

RanjitHoskote
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NIKHIL CHAGANLAL

Quaint Town
acrylicon board
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NIKHIL CHAGANLAL
Red Town

acrylicon board
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NIKHIL CHAGANLAL

Fishing Village

acrylicon board
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NIKHIL CHAGANLAL
Moon River Town
acrylicon board
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NIKHIL CHAGANLAL

Ancient Town
acrylicon board
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NIKHIL CHAGANLAL
Blue Town

acrylicon board
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NIKHIL CHAGANLAL

Twilight Landscape

acrylicon board
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My Playground
acrylicon board
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NIKHIL CHAGANLAL

TempleTown
acrylic on board
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NIKHIL CHAGANLAL
Bodhi Tree

acrylicon board
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NIKHIL CHAGANLAL
Church Hill Park
acrylicon board
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NIKHIL CHAGANLAL
Shanty Town

acrylicon board
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NIKHIL CHAGANLAL

Mystical Falls

acrylicon board
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NIKHIL CHAGANLAL
Beach Shack

acrylicon board
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Off the Beaten Path

acrylicon board
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Heavenon Earth

acrylicon board
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Mangroves
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NIKHIL CHAGANLAL
Hill Side Town
acrylicon board
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Old Town
acrylic on board
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Vintage Town

acrylic on board
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